Original Draft:         Undergraduate:   A Significant Accomplishment








My greatest accomplishment was getting my black belt in Tae kwon do at just thirteen.  It was a harrowing experience.  After three attempts, the board still did not snap.  Everyone in the Dojo (hall)  focused on me, like a slide under a microscope.  I couldn't bear the thought of disappointing my father, who watched with great concern.  My master insisted that I could do it, adding a second board to his hands.   I was bewildered.  How could I break two boards after failing three times to break one board?





I had no choice.  I stepped back several feet and leaped into the air.  After a complete turn,  I pierced both boards and saw the wood break.  The crowd erupted with cheers and applause at my victory.  My father and master were so proud.   





I learned that I can do anything.  By concentrating and having faith in my abilities, I will succeed.   Tae kwon do taught me ultimate physical and mental conditioning.  While most Americans find the sport odd, it is my secret weapon.  It made me more stable, determined, and better prepared to succed in high school.  It helped me develop good study habits and remain at the top of my class.  It sets me apart from my less disciplined peers.  Through Tae kwon do, I am the ultimate competitor.  





By applying the same focus and determination, I am sure I will succeed in college.  I plan to excel at XXXXXX , developing my talents to the best of my ability.  Thanks to Tae kwon do, I am prepared to accept set higher goals and standards and become an asset to the school. 











Final Revision:         Undergraduate:   A Significant Accomplishment








I kept asking myself, "Why is this happening?"   After my third attempt, the board still did not snap. My sweat mixed with tears, dripping profusely on the padded floor below.  I was tired and exhausted.   All eyes around the Dojo (hall)  focused on me, like a specimen under a microscope.  





After years of training, it all came down to this moment.  So many people came to see me get my black belt and I couldn't bear to disappoint them.   As I focused my concentration, my nerves were at a breaking point.   I remember the look of anxiety and apprehension on my father’s face.   He expected the best from me and I needed desperately to prove myself.  





The master knelt before me, tightly clenching the board high above his shoulders.  In his soft, yet stern voice, he whispered,  “Jasmine, you must do this”.  Silence pervaded the dojo,  while all eyes fixated on me.    “But master,” I said.   “ This kick is impossible; I never did this in practice.”  He looked directly into my eyes, turned around and picked up a second board.  To my disbelief, he sandwiched both boards together and said,   “You can do it!”





Bewildered and perplexed, I knew that the audience empathized with me.  Surely he could not expect me to break two boards!  What was the logic behind this?  I searched his eyes with profound skepticism and realized that he was serious.  I also sensed his confidence in my ability to succeed.   “Focus hard, Jasmine! You can do this!”





I had no choice, as the judges issued a nod for me to proceed.  I stepped back several feet and started my approach; slowly at first, and then fiercely.  Leaping into the air,  I twisted my hip sharply and extended one leg.  After a complete turn,  I pierced both boards fervently with my foot and saw individual pieces of wood flying in self-governed directions.  The crowd erupted with cheers and applause at my triumph.  I focused on my father's face, filled with exhilaration and radiant pride.   “Congratulations,” said the master.  “You did well.” 





I was delighted by my accomplishment and my family's pride.  Yet I also acquired an important lesson that continues to influence my life.   By facing a challenge beyond my skills, I accomplished something I thought was unattainable.  My reward was greater than the black belt, for which I had worked so diligently:  I learned the power of my own concentration.  





Throughout my childhood, Tae kwon do has provided a continual source of inspiration and guidance.  Few athletic pursuits offer similar opportunities for physical and mental conditioning.  While many Americans find the sport somewhat odd, I attribute most of my academic and personal success to my training in Tae kwon do.   I became more stable, determined, and better prepared to see tasks through to completion.  I became open to new ideas and experiences, which I otherwise wouldn't have entertained.   I also embodied  a greater degree of self-confidence, a sense of teamwork and competitiveness toward life.





Today, I am five years older than the young girl who miraculously attained her black belt under stressful circumstances.  Yet the lessons I learned that day continue to enrich my life.   By applying the same focus and determination, I have survived many demanding situations.  My continual success reinforces my positive outlook and my enthusiasm to embrace new challenges.  College offers a tremendous opportunity to discover my unique talents and develop them to the best of my ability.  Thanks to Tae kwon do, I am prepared to accept greater challenges, set higher goals and become a valuable contributor to my class. 











					**************











Original Draft:  	Law School Personal Statement








I am a child of the universe.  I grew up in El Salvador, Brazil, Costa Rica, Mexico, Nicaragua and Argentina, the eighth of twelve children.  I graduated from high school in El Salvador, where I was actively involved in sports, reading, and cultural studies.  From early childhood, I had a strong interest in history and volunteer work.  I spent my summers working for orphanages in Nicaragua and organized sporting events for disabled people.  Managing change has always been exciting for me. As far as I can remember I have always been a foreigner adapting to different surroundings and cultures. 





My father was a businessman and political activist. He was imprisoned by the former government of Nicaragua in late 1986 and died while in jail. My mother was a port and a writer. I have seven bothers and four sisters and they live a cross the world (Australia, Canada, USA, UK, El Salvador and Costa Rica).  When father died we lost everything.   I had to work for the family and at the same time support very big extended relatives.   





More anything else, my life has been shaped by the civil wars, ethnic/political violence that is burning across the world.  Central Americam politics have provided many defining moments.  I was born in a time when most Central American countries have either gained their independence few years back or are about to gained their independence. Even though I was young, I followed the civil wars El Salvador, Somalia, and Nicaragua, the Cold-war rivalry that fuel this conflicts not only in Central America  but also elsewhere around the world, the Arab-Israel conflicts, the Apartheid in South Africa . I always wondered naively why people don’t find solution to these endless wars. Then the release of Nelson Mandela and the political solution to Mozambique gave me hope. But then there was the Somalian civil war, and the Balkan wars and the Gulf Wars. 





I once confronted my father about why human being are so brutal and why this has to happen? He answered, that is who we are. During my time in Europe from 1989 I understood what he meant. People are different with diverse needs and interests and sometimes this could be a source of conflict. Today I am not trying to solve this problems am trying to understand. I learned this when I when to Nicaragua as a volunteer aid worker for the Brasilian Red Cross. I was sent to XXXXXX,  a town near the El Salvador-Nicaraguan border to distribute food and even though I new the cultures and language I could not prevent the rape and killings I witnessed. Having lived in so many places and learned so many cultures, I can only say that my entire life has been a learning process.





In 2000, I graduated from the University of Buenos Aires with a dual major of Sociology and International relations.    I am also self-employed in my own business, which provides low-cost telephone and Internet service to Nicaragua and El Salvador.  I've learned many hard lessons, especially that the world out there is very competitive and sometimes your greatest strengths might not be enough.   I have fought for many years to get American partner like  XXXXXX  to invest money in a nation run by warlords.  I feel a strong personal and moral responsibility to invest in my homeland.  My company has already played a role in expanding the availability of telecommunications throught the continent, driving the cost in El Salvador down to five dollars an hour.  





Yet I yearn to do more to protect the people in my homeland from the terrible effects of anarchy.  My goal is to become legal advocate on international level.   I want to make contribution to safety in Central America , as well as help to rebuild its infrastructure.  Down the road, I would not mind becoming UN Secretary General or Professor at a law school in the United States.








Final Revision:			Law School Personal Statement








As the child of a political activist in Nicaragua, I never developed the invincibility complex that is common among children.   I often asked my father about the necessity of ethnic/political violence throughout the world.  His answer, "It is simply who we are."   Indeed, even as a young child, I watched Central American nations fight desperately for independence in an uncertain world.  I understood the Cold War rivalry that fueled conflict and civil wars throughout El Salvador, Nicaragua, South Africa and the Mideast.  I shared my father's passion for peace and the preservation of basic human rights.  Sadly, my father's mission ended in 1986, when he was arrested by the former government of Nicaragua.  He died within a few months of his incarceration.





My father's commitment to political activism shaped my childhood and personality.   Before I reached adulthood, my parents moved our large family (thirteen children) through El Salvador, Brazil, Costa Rica, Mexico, Nicaragua and Argentina.  As the "new arrival" in town, I quickly became comfortable among people of different races, cultures and religions.  Wherever we moved, I eagerly embraced the language, history and local customs (I am fluent in Spanish, French, English and Portuguese).  My favorite activities were promoting charities and volunteer work for those displaced by civil war.  I worked for several orphanages in Nicaragua and organized numerous sporting events for disabled people.  I also volunteered for the Red Cross and Save the Children, distributing food throughout remote regions that lacked potable water and basic medical care.  From the day I was born, I knew that I had a personal responsibility to help the less fortunate.  





Following my father's arrest, my family was financially devastated.  Despite the overwhelming emotional stress, we worked hard and contributed our money to the family's support.   My mother became a dedicated businesswoman who kept us together during difficult times.  Although my siblings are now scattered around the world (Australia, Canada, USA, UK, El Salvador and Tanzania), we remain emotionally close and supportive.  We each retain a strong entrepreneurial spirit and a personal commitment to a life of public service.  





My own entrepreneurial venture was inspired by the lack of reliable communication throughout Central and South America.  The civil wars in Nicaragua and El Salvador destroyed the telecommunication infrastructure, eliminating the ability to communicate by phone and to participate in the "Internet revolution".  Clearly, for Nicaragua to recover, it needed cost-effective access to essential services and technologies.   Yet companies were hesitant to invest there because of political unrest and international security issues.  Even now, Nicaragua lacks a central government and is controlled almost entirely by warlords.  





In 1998, after several years of active solicitation, I convinced an American company to invest in Nicaragua.  My company,   XXXXXX ,    provides telephone and internet service to most of the nation.  We are currently negotiating a merger with a South American conglomerate, which will allow us to operate in the remainder of Central and South America.   Our presence in El Salvador will radically alter the price-structure in the telecommunications industry, where one hour of Internet access currently costs 5 US dollars.   Acknowledging the power of the Internet and real-time access to information, our goal is to provide the cheapest telecommunications service in Central and South America . 





As I mature, I better understand my father's prophecy about human nature.  Throughout the world, people have diverse needs and interests that result in political and social conflict.   The Cold War rivalry continues to fuel unrest around the world, including the Arab-Israeli conflicts and Apartheid in South Central America.   Long-term solutions seem elusive, yet through the tireless efforts of humanitarian groups, we enjoy occasional progress. 





During my undergraduate program in International Studies, I observed the powerful role of advocates in resolving global problems.    Despite heavy protesting and State Department warnings, organizations such as the World Bank and the United Nations work tirelessly to maintain peace and security in developing nations.  Without such intervention, companies have little incentive to invest in troubled, economically undeveloped regions.   I am eager to develop the diplomatic skills to contribute to these humanitarian goals.





The tragedy of September 11, 2001 was a powerful reminder of life's fragility.   Now more than ever, the world needs qualified advocates to promote human rights issues and to protect international security.   I yearn to be an advocate for justice at the personal, community, national and international level.   A law degree from   XXXXXX   will enable me to make a more meaningful contribution to world affairs and will challenge my rigorous academic nature.  





Despite my dedication, I know that I cannot single-handedly solve the world's problems.  During my volunteer work for the Brasilian Red Cross, I met refugee children who had lost their entire families.   As a volunteer aid worker near the El Salvador-Nicaraguan border, I witnessed rapes and killings that I was powerless to stop.   Yet I remain committed to making the world safer for those whose voices cannot be heard.  





With my natural gifts as a communicator, I will fight effectively for my convictions and on behalf of the underprivileged and underrepresented majority.  Eventually, I would love to teach, work in government or advance in an organization such as the United Nations.  With my unique professional experiences and my background in international studies, I have become efficient with resources, tolerant of divergent opinions and a skilled negotiator.  In addition to my academic and personal strengths, I also bring the unparallelled drive and commitment that my parents instilled in me throughout my life.    I don’t want to waste a single minute to pursue my dreams and make my unique contribution to the profession.  














